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Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so. It’s a song I got taught at Sunday School.

A Christian faith based on the Bible. Which was fine, until I read The Da Vinci Code. A book, and then a movie, about a Harvard religious scholar and a French Police woman. A book, and then a movie, that starts with a murder and ends with the discovery of a 2000 year old secret, covered up by Christianity.
How many people here have seen the Da Vinci Code movie?

How many people here have read the book?

In some ways the movie is gone. It’s just fish and chip paper.

But the book has sold over 30 million copies.

Just last month it was named by Whitcoulls as the no 1 New Zealand book of the year. 

So all over New Zealand people have asking the question.

As the movie trailer tells up, the biggest coverup in history.

So can you believe that Jesus loves you, for the Bible tells us so, if Christianity based on a coverup, the biggest coverup in history?

Which is why I asked for the movie trailer to be played while the Gospel was being read.

In our gospel reading, in Luke 24, Jesus responds to questions,

by pointing to ancient texts - of Moses, the Prophets, the Psalms – 

But what if, as Da Vinci Code book claims, the ancient texts, the Bible, can’t be trusted?

What if the church invent Jesus divinity? Did Jesus marry Mary Magdalene?

I’ve only got 20 minutes today. So let me answer the last 2 questions briefly and take some more time over the first question: can the Bible be trusted.

Did Jesus married Mary Magdalene and have a daughter named Sarah. 
Which is great material if you’re writing a New York Times bestseller.  You’ve got a romance. You’ve got sex. And a big, juicy Christian coverup, 

The Da Vinci Code makes the claim based on how you translate 1 word in 1 book, called the Gospel of Philip, 

Much of the Gospel has been damaged. But in 1 sentence, that has 3 damaged bits, Mary is described as the koinonos of Jesus. Normally the Greek word, koinonos is translated as companion.  

But what if it was not companion, but spouse, as The Da Vinci Code? And so based on a new attempt to translate 1 word, we have an idea that goes against all the rest of early Christian writings.

Jesus was just a human and the church invented his divinity.

Because according to The Da Vinci Code, Jesus was simply a human being and the Roman Emperor Constantine, in 325 AD, forced the church to accept Jesus as divine.

Which is exactly the question faced in our gospel reading. What do you do with a fully human Jesus, who in Luke 24:29; Says Look at my hands and my feet. Touch me and see

A fully human body.

Who can also be a dead man walking, a risen Jesus.
So 300 years before Constantine, the disciples are meeting a fully human, fully divinely Risen Jesus.
That’s according to the gospels. The Bible tells us so. Which leads to the first question:
Can the Bible be trusted. Are there are other gospels, not in the Bible, that give us a very different understanding of Jesus?
Now, Jesus never wrote a book. Our entire Jesus understanding is based on the gospels. 

The gospels, which are eyewitness accounts. People who’ve seen and heard Jesus.

Now remember that this is a 2000 year old culture. Very few people know how to read and write. So at school, you get taught by word of mouth.

So the gospels emerge as eye witness accounts, telling and re-telling the stories of Jesus, in a culture that is highly skilled at passing information by word of mouth.

 And remember that there are multiple eyewitnesses. There are 12 disciples who are part of our gospel reading. So if Luke makes stuff up, puts words in Jesus mouth, 11 other eyewitnesses accounts who will re-correct him.
Now the basic rule of being a good historical eyewitness is this;

The closer you are to the events, the more likely you are to be accurate.

We live by this rule every day.  If you want to know what happened Friday night, Wellington vs Canterbury, at the rugby, you check out the newspaper. An eyewitness account.

And we all accept that commentator, Murray Mexted, a former Wellington rugby player, will be a bit biased. And might offer a different account than say a Canterbury supporter.  But we live by our trust in eye witness accounts.

So, if I came along in 200 years time and said, look I wasn’t there, “But don’t believe the newspaper and the eyewitnesses. I wasn’t there, but Canterbury actually thrashed Wellington.”

You’d believe the eyewitness accounts. That the closer you are to the stadium, the more likely you are to be accurate.

And so the church applied this to the Bible.  
NT 27 books;

3 gospels, Matthew, Mark, John - written by eyewitness disciples
2 books Luke and Acts, who compiled from eyewitness accounts

9 books by an eyewitness disciples called John and Peter and James and Jude

And then 13 books by Paul. He’s an eyewitness because he met the risen Jesus on Damascus Road
And so the Bible tells me so. Because eyewitness accounts 

That the closer you are to the events, the more likely you are to be accurate.

Are told and re-told in a highly skilled oral culture,

And over a period of time, probably 30 to 50 years, these spoken stories start to get written down.

Today we have over 5000 copies of parts of the New Testament. The earliest manuscript dates to 100 years after Jesus. (John 18:31-33). Compare this to Ceasar’s Gaelic Wars, 10 copies. Earliest dating to 900 years after Jesus.
Stacks of reason
· eye witness accounts

· multiple witnesses

· oral culture skilled are telling and re-telling

· 5000 fragments

 to believe what the Bible tells us so about Jesus.

Then 1945, 2 shepherds, brothers in Egypt, found a jar filled with very old documents. Their mother uses most of them to light the fire. Until a passing archeologist realises that these papers have titles; the Gospel of Thomas, the Gospel of Phillip, the Gospel of Peter. 

And so we have what is known today as the Nag Hammadi scrolls
Ahh, says, the Da Vinci Code. These old scrolls. Look at their titles. These are other gospels. These give us different information about Jesus. And the church has covered them up.  
So lets apply the basic historical eyewitness rule; This commonsense rule we use all the time in our lives,

The closer you are to the events, the more likely you are to be accurate.

And we note some things about these Nag Hammadi “Gospels of Thomas or Phillip or Peter”
First, they’re written in Coptic (Egyptian language) and not Aramaic or Greek, the language around Jesus. 
Second, they’re very different literary style to the 4 gospels; rather than lots of stories about Jesus, they are mostly mostly short sayings.
Third, based on their sentence structure and their words, most scholars date them as written about 200 years after Jesus death. By that time, an eyewitness disciple named Thomas or a Philip or a Peter is long dead.

Fourth, they’re quite racist. They say some quite unpleasant things about Jews.
So, it’s quite unlikely that the closest eyewitness to Jesus would learn a second language, Egyptian, and write in that language,
Quite unlikely they would leave out so many of their own eyewitness stories of Jesus life

and highly unlikely they would make racist remarks about their own culture.
So, yes, it’s a fact. There are other Nag Hammadi gospels, books not in the Bible, that suggest a very different understanding of Jesus.
But to believe them, you’ll need to suspend belief in the basic rule of a historical eyewitness;

You’ll need to start believing that the further away you are from events, the more likely you are to be accurate. 
If this was a Bible College lecture, I’d pause and ask if there are any questions. 

But Mike told me I only have 20 minutes. And he gave me specific instructions, “talk on the Da Vinci Code and "The Bible” … the core value of the Bible.” So stay with me. I’d like to condense 1 more Bible College lecture.

This is the lecture about Christians understanding the Bible as authoritative and inspired. 
You see, as a kid growing up, I thought that saying the Bible was inspired meant that God actually wrote it.

That Bible writers like Paul or Ezekiel, just sort of held their pen and God took over.  Sort of like automatic handwriting.  So the Bible is inspired because God literally dictated it.

But then I came across 1 Corinthians 7:25; Where Paul says; 

Now about virgins: I have no command from the Lord, 

So Paul is not sure what God is commanding. There’s no sense of automatic handwriting, of Paul dictating God. 

Instead Paul’s making his best judgement, using his mind; “I give you a judgement as one who by the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy.”

And so we find the human writer, Paul, giving not a dictation from God, but his best judgement.

And here we find Bible as inspired not by dictation, automatic handwriting,
but by  Supervision. By a partnership between God and the human writer.

A God and human partnership.  

And I find it helpful to think about this view of inspiration in the same way as the Christian belief in Jesus Christ; that in Jesus we have fully human; and that in the same person we have fully divine Jesus. A partnership.

So the Bible is the same, a partnership between a fully human writer, that at the same time is the divinely inspired Bible.

And this view allows me to marvel at the huge variety that is the Bible: gospel stories, Paul’s letters, Revelation and Daniel and Matthew 24 as apocalyptic literature, proverbs, the genealogies, the poetry of Psalms.  
Either God knows an awful lot of ways to dictate OR the human writer is shaping, crafting, using the literary forms of their day to communicate in partnership with God.

The Bible as inspired by dictation or supervision, focuses on the writer and the writing. But what about the community, the people who hear the Word of God written?
A group on Pentecostal youth pastors came to me last year.  They wanted some help with their preaching.

So, I said, to them, you’re good Pentecostals, when you preach, where is the Spirit?

It’s on the Bible, one said.

It’s on me as I pray and prepare, another said.

Its on me, while I preach, said another.

No, it’s on the community, in their hearts, said another.

Ahh, I said, very good theology. Inspiration from God, on the book, the writer and the community.

That’s Inspiration as Social.
For where two or three come together in my name, I am there with them.
- Matthew 18:20

The Bible is inspired because Christ present in the community tells me so.

Look at 2 Peter 3:15,6; Peter writes,
“our dear brother Paul wrote to you, using the wisdom that God gave him.

This is what Paul says in all his letters when Paul writes on the subject.”
 
Hmmm. So back in 1 Corinthians 7, Paul is writing, I have no command from the Lord, 

But now here in 2 Peter, Peter affirms God’s inspiration in “all Paul’s letters”  

The Bible is inspired because someone else in the community of God tells me so.

Inspiration from God, on the book, the writer and the community.

And the most helpful movie for understanding this is not Da Vinci, but its’ this. Piglets Big movie.

For those have missed this outstanding piece of Biblical scholarship, During the movie, Piglet gets lost.

And we need a bit of audience participation here.A little; Ohh, for a poor lost piglet.

Pooh, Rabbit, Eeyore and Tiger start looking for their lost friend.  Tiger remembers that they have “book of memories,” A whole lot of stories, eyewitness accounts, about Piglet.

And so Tiger, that wise Biblical scholar, reminds us “Tell the story, to find direction.”
Brilliant theology Tiger. Jesus has gone. Tell the gospel stories; the eyewitness accounts
to find future direction for your lives.

Suddenly, a storm blows up.  And in the storm, the wind blows away their book of memories, away down the river. A little Ohh, for a poor lost piglet and big “Oohh, no” for a lost book of memories.
Now they’re stuck..  How do you tell the story, how do you find direction, when you’ve no words to read? 

Sadly, Tigger, Pooh, Rabbit, and Eeyore start to walk home. To Pooh’s house.  For some honey of course.  

Then Rabbit remembers a Piglet story from memory.  Pooh remembers another. This community realise that the story is actually still alive in their heads.  This releases a whole lot of storytelling energy. Searching resumes. Using their memories, correcting each other in community, when they get the story wrong.

Until they find Piglet.  A big yeah for piglet was lost but now is found.

That’s the Bible as inspired in community. A focus not only on the writing, but on the community who read, who tell, who act. Who live the gospel, in actions together, as a community, to find direction. Which would then make total sense of the words of Billy Graham; We’d be the Bible that the world is reading
In our lives, our actions of love, Done in the name of Jesus. Then the Bible would be inspired

And Jesus would love me. And you. And your Avonhead community. Because
